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          Sacred Heart Haiti Twinning Ministry

“Souple join us as we continue our Spiritual Journey and bring the Good News.”                                  


Minutes—Wednesday, November 9th, 2011 – 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
Fr. Dan celebrated Mass in the Chapel.
Member present: Nicolas, Diane, Mike, Mark, Connie, Dee, Neil, Frank, Patricia, & guest Lucy Schmidt  
Simple Dinner—First Floor Classroom  
Thank you Frank for the sandwiches & cookies, Connie for the chips, we sang the blessing Mange Sa.

After Dinner 
We signed Christmas cards made by Antonietta & son Davide for Fr. Bernard, Maître Fritz André & Kerline Pierrot & turned in pen pal letters.  
Welcome & Affirmation 

All members were welcomed. We also welcomed Lucy Schmidt a new member of SHC. Affirmations included spouses of ministry members, members caring for an elderly parent or a spouse, Diane for her excellent work in finances, & everyone who helped with the Haiti Cultural Dinner in the way of sponsorship, donation, bidding & time.     
Opening Prayer & Prayer Intentions
Prayer intentions included Lon Casino, Tom Pellegrino, Raynald David, members of SHC & St. Gabriel who died recently.    

Five Minute Lesson in French   
French Hymn from St. Gabriel Choir Prends ce Pain/Take this Bread 
French Lesson —We continue learning French through Total Physical Responses (TPR)
News from our Family at St. Gabriel
Classroom instructions at St. Gabriel are going well. The construction of the middle school is ongoing. Fr.Bernard asked for prayers for the members of his parish who have died recently. Mr. Emmanuel who had given a piece of land on which to build the middle school died last week.     
Third Annual Parish Haiti Cultural Dinner 
The dinner was a success & fun for all participants. The three goals were achieved: inform the parish of progress made by St. Gabriel parish, grow as a faith community and help pay teachers’ salaries. The dinner generated funds to pay salaries for three teachers thanks to donors, sponsors, silent auction, bar, 88 guests & volunteers. Nicolas gave a breakdown of the funds collected. Diane made a colorful poster with pictures of the dinner. Thank you notes have been sent. An article was placed in the Newsletter with picture of the children who helped serve the dinner. A note was also placed in the bulletin.         

Sub-Committee Updates
1. Financial Report by Diane. Also Neil explained the two receiving accounts: the regular account & the restricted account. 

2. Fourth Regional Haiti Gathering Sat. Nov. 12th at SHC & Signup sheet for help with set up, clean up & sales. The planning committee headed by Mary Ann Collins met throughout the year to prepare the event which this year will be hosted by SHC. The theme is Twinning is about Relationships. Eileen Powell will prepare the food & get kitchen help. Diane will take care of table decorations. The event will be environmentally friendly. A note was placed in the bulletin. Frank will give an update on the HTM. Fifteen churches will be represented. Jay Brown, director of the Office of Justice & Peace will give an update on the diocese, Neil on Sustainable Development, Carrie on Immersion Retreat, Pamela McKinney & Patricia on Haiti Education Fund, Leo on Sea Container, there will be a representative of Maison Fortune Orphanage Foundation and others. Set up will start this Friday at 1:00 pm.
3. Advent Giving Tree (to benefit children of migrant workers & children at St. Gabriel) & signup sheet for manning table. A note was placed in the newsletter. For a second year in a row, Fr. Bernard asked for furniture for the middle school. Diane & Dolores are heading this effort. The program will start after the Thanksgiving Mass.
4. With the end of the calendar year, the Justice & Peace ministries are asked to produce their calendar of events. Patricia made the HTM calendar to reflect the ministry’s past activities. Nicolas & Frank will meet regarding the Haiti Cultural Dinner date in order to spread out the HTM activities. Nicolas will also settle dates for fundraisers at the Gazebo & California Pizza. The ministry will discuss the HTM calendar for the New Year at the December meeting.           
Biographies In pairs the ministry read & reported on Fr. Bernard’s, Maître Fritz’s, Kerline Pierrot’s & Lafleur Pierrot’s biographies. Those biographies help us to get to know our family in Haiti.              

Closing Prayer 
Next HTM Meetings

Wed. Dec.7th no Mass, Simple Dinner 6:00 pm, Meeting 6:30 pm Mike soup or salad, Patricia bread & prayers
Wed. Jan.11th Mass 5:30 pm, Simple Dinner 6:00 pm, Meeting 6:30 pm
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