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Become a Sponsor for a Child’s Lunch Program at Saint Gabriel, Haiti
September 27, 2011
In 2007 Sacred Heart Church in Norfolk, Virginia, started a Spiritual Twinning Relationship with Saint Gabriel Church in Lascahobas, situated in the Central Plateau in Haiti, close to the Dominican Republic. This unique relationship is based on a strong three-layer foundation: Relationship, Prayer and a Call to Service. Both Father Bernard at St. Gabriel and Father Dan at Sacred Heart fully support and bless this twinning relationship.
Following initial Diocesan Immersion Retreats to learn about Haiti, its people, history and culture, twice a year a small group of parishioners go on pilgrimages to Lascahobas to deepen relationships. During these visits, we have ample time to exchange what our needs are. Our Family at St. Gabriel has identified two urgent needs: Food and Education. We have identified our need, and found a way, to answer our Baptismal Call to Service in order to have a more meaningful life by sharing our material blessings with them. 

One of the primary goals of the Haiti Twinning Ministry at Sacred Heart is to find sponsors for 250 children (200 students and 50 unschooled street children) for the Lunch Program. A bowl of hot beans and rice and fresh vegetables is served each school day in the parish Community Center. Recently Fr. Bernard benefited from two matching grants to develop sustainable vegetable farms to help with better nutrition. Fr. Bernard says the children concentrate more on their studies and have better grades when fed a good balanced meal at school. To feed a child, it costs $1.50 per day, $33 a month for 22 meals, and $396 a year. 100% of your donation goes directly to the program since this ministry is blessed with generous volunteers. Also your donations are entirely tax deductible.  
If you feel a Call to Service and wish to help one or more of these children, please write your checks to Sacred Heart Church and add “St. Gabriel Lunch Program” on the memo line. We are looking for a sustained sponsorship which helps the children through the entire school year whenever possible. Together we continue praying for our Family at home and in Haiti. Thank you to parishioners and friends who already sponsor this program.
Patricia Britz

Chair of the Haiti Twinning Ministry

Sacred Heart Church

520 Graydon Avenue

Norfolk, VA 23507

http://sacredheartnorfolk.org/Haiti.html
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