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Become a Sponsor for a Teacher K-11th at Saint Gabriel Parish Schools, Lascahobas, Haiti

October 9th, 2011
 In 2007 Sacred Heart Church in Norfolk, Virginia, started a magnificent twinning relationship with Saint Gabriel Church in Lascahobas, situated in the Central Plateau in Haiti, close to the Dominican Republic. This unique relationship is based on a strong three-layer foundation: Relationship, Prayer and a Call to Service. Both Father Bernard at St. Gabriel and Father Dan at Sacred Heart fully support this twinning relationship.
Each year, a small group of parishioners makes a couple of pilgrimages to Lascahobas to deepen relationships. During these visits, we have ample time to exchange what our needs are. Our Family at St. Gabriel has identified two urgent needs: Food and Education. We have identified our need to be: Answer a Call to Service, this in order to have a meaningful life through sharing our resources with them. 

Fr. Bernard is building a cafeteria to feed the children one meal a day, and establishing mission schools for basic education in the outlying rural areas around St. Gabriel’s. As a parish ministry, we hope to assist him with providing food for the cafeteria by implementing sustainable projects (vegetable gardens and goat breeding farm) and supporting his teachers.  For teachers, we have established a Sponsoring Program for individuals to support one teacher for a year/12 months.  Their salary is $80.00 per month or $960 per year. This school year Sacred Heart and the larger community were able to sponsor ten teachers.
Several ideas have emerged.  Four friends have decided to “go to lunch” once a month, and have budgeted $20 each for that.  Instead of going out, they meet at their homes, and use the 4x$20 for one month of the teacher’s salary.  Another person has agreed to support “half a teacher” and will be paired up with others to provide sufficient support.  Please find below the list of dedicated teachers who provide a fine education to the children. Many of them walk one to five hours to their schools. This program is about a broad-based support of our brothers and sisters at St. Gabriel struggling to educate their children.  Their knowledge of our awareness and loving care brings them hope for a better future.

The goal of the Haiti Twinning Ministry is to find sponsors for 24 teachers. If you feel a Call to Service and wish to sponsor one or part of a teacher, please write your check to Sacred Heart Church and add St. Gabriel Teachers on the memo line. 100% of your donation goes directly to the program since this ministry is blessed with generous volunteers. We are looking for sustained sponsorships which assist the teachers through the entire year whenever possible. Together we continue praying for our Family in Haiti. 

Patricia Britz

Chair of the Haiti Twinning Ministry

Sacred Heart Church

520 Graydon Avenue

Norfolk, VA 23507
Tel: 757-625-4644
http://sacredheartnorfolk.org/Haiti.html

Teachers and Staff at Saint Gabriel Parish Schools
· St Gabriel Middle School (7th-11th grade): 

1- Mr. Fritz ANDRE principal

2- Mr. Willy CHAVRE Social Sciences
3- Mr. Patrick LOUIS French Communication 
4- Mr. Vénel REVOST Experimental Sciences
5- Mme Junise JEAN- BAPTISTE Creole Communication

6- Mr. Miracle GASTON Haitian and French Literature   

7- Mr. Franceau PIERRE Math

8- Mr. François MAXIME Mathematic
9- Mr. Joseph RENORD & Mr. SAGESSE Spanish and English

10- Mr. Venel LAMY Music

11- Mrs.Yvrose CESAIRE Craft 

12- Mrs. Kerline PIERROT School Nurse
13- Ms. Joleine ACCIDE Secretary   
· Notre-Dame du Perpétuel Secours School in LaColline (1st-6th grade):

            1- Ms. Jacqueline CLEOPHAT principal and 1st grade 
            2- Mr. Maxène RENEUS 5th and 6th grades 
            3- Mr. Yclès DELVA 3rd grade
            4- Ms. Guylène RENEUS Pre-school
            5- Mr. Jacky VILLETTE 4th grade 
            6- Mr. Yves JANVIER Catechism
            7- Mrs. Clénide REVOST 2nd grade 
 

· John Paul II School in Mât Bâtiment (1st and 2nd grade):
            1- Mr. Jean Miscude DELVA principal, 1st and 2nd grades
            2- Mr. Michelet FLORVIL Pre-school 
             

· Jacques Block School in Juampas (pre-school-3rd grade):

1- Ms. Helene JOSEPH  principal, pre-school
2- Mr. Yves POLLAS 1st grade
3- Mr. Dubuisson Jean RONY 2nd and 3rd 
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