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          Sacred Heart Haiti Twinning Ministry

“Souple join us as we continue our Spiritual Journey and bring the Good News.”                                  


Minutes for Meeting September 14, 2011
Members Present: Connie, Nicolas, Mike, Raynald, Neil, Patricia, Carlin

Guest:  Kevin Kearney

Simple Dinner

In the Commons—Thank you Mike for bringing the bread & Neil for the soup. We sang Mange Sa 
After Dinner Haiti Fair Trade Decaf. Coffee 

Cards signed for Fr. Bernard and Maitre Fritz. Pen pal letters turned in.
Welcome and Affirmation—Raynald 

Affirmations: Maureen for her efforts with the Fall Sales and the joy she brought to each Mass;   Nicolas, Susan, Rolanda, and Dee for baking delicious treats for the sales; Diane for her handcrafted miniature purses she provided for the Fall Sales; Carrie for reminding parishioners about the HTM Potluck and making the announcements at Mass; Mrs. Regina LeMay and the Walsh family for their extremely generous donations to start the Scholarship fund for the students at St. Gabriel.
Opening Prayer& Prayer Intentions—Nicolas
Five Minute Lesson in French  

French Hymn from St. Gabriel Choir Rendez Grâce au Seigneur—Give Thanks to God—All
French Lesson—Carlin
Neil reminded everyone of the Fair Trade coffee available for sale at Sacred Heart and noted that he just received another shipment.  Anyone who would like some or would like to help sell some, please contact Neil. 

Formation & Participation by All
News from our family at St. Gabriel—this is an opportunity for all pen pals to share news from their letters with the group.  There are currently 35 people active in the pen pal program and 5 of our brothers and sisters in Haiti waiting for a pen pal. Father Bernard continues to work hard to finish the middle school and workers are now working night and day. The school must be opened by October 5th for students and will likely take another two years to be fully complete with a library and a cafeteria.

Patricia presented the PowerPoint presentation that was given at the HTM Potluck dinner to inform the parish of the progress being made at St. Gabriel’s.  Sacred Heart has been responsible for about 20% of the funds that have been contributed to the school project.  The school currently has 1 head master (Maitre Fritz ANDRE), 11 teachers, a nurse (Kerline PIERROT) and a secretary. Patricia provided a timeline of the progress made on the school from groundbreaking to today. 

Neil presented information about the Scholarship Fund that has been created for the students at St. Gabriel’s.  Through the generosity of Mrs. Regina LeMay and the Walsh family, a fund has been established to help provide scholarships for children that are the highest achievers, the hardest workers, or the most in need. It costs approximately $250 to send a child to school for the year.  Neil explained that the fund has been established to be self-perpetuating and that only the earnings will be distributed each year so that the fund may continue year to year.  Father Bernard’s goal is to provide scholarships for 2-3 children per year in each grade level.  By 2016 we hope to be able to achieve this goal with continued donations to the fund. The fund was able to provide full scholarships to five students this year and a partial scholarship for another for a total of six students. 

Members took turns sharing the biographies they read on the six St. Gabriel students chosen by Fr. Bernard for scholarship.  
Sub-Committee Updates

1. Second Parish Golf Tournament Neil presented a gift from the Parish Golf Tournament to the HTM and Father Bernard. It will be used towards the Battaglia Matching Fund for Farm #2 in Juampas.  Donations were also collected at the Golf Tournament and enough money was raised to purchase a mule for a teacher at Mas Bâtiment to travel to and from the school!

2. Fall Sales Patricia presented the results from the Fall Sales.  We raised well beyond our goal and nearly have enough to feed TWO children for a year! Thank you Maureen for making this sale such a success. 
3. Financial Report & Fall Sales Signup—Nicolas gave the financial report. Connie reminded everyone to sign up for the upcoming Fall Sales in October. 
4. Pledge Forms are starting to be returned by members. This helps Fr. Bernard to plan ahead. 
5. Parish Haiti Cultural Dinner October 15th—Nicolas is looking for help with this event.  There will be a meeting at 9:15 am on September 18th to prep for the dinner. The meeting will be held in Neil’s office in the parish hall, please join if you would like to help!
6. Battaglia and CRS Grants—Neil provided an update on the CRS matching Battaglia grants.   The latest grant, grant #3 would allow for funds to build a latrine at the local market, a latrine at the middle school, and to irrigate the vegetable garden situated in the second farm at Juampas.  We will be informed of the final decision by November.  A special thank you to Geri Jones for her help with the last minute CRS grant application! Neil also discussed the past two Battaglia grants which were approved.  The first was used to purchase the land for Farm #1 with manioc, build the goat breeding farm and equip the cafeteria with utensils.  The second was used to purchase and build Farm #2 for beans, corn, peas, some sugar cane and some fruit.  This farm produces enough food for the cafeteria and in the future some of that food will be sold at market which will provide another source of income for the parish. 
New visuals were posted on the Justice and Peace kiosk.  These visuals will help show the parish what their donations are doing for our brothers and sisters in Haiti.  Enough money was raised at the HTM Pilgrim Potluck Dinner to buy three goats!
Kevin Kearney presented about the Kiwanis 35th annual Pig Roast to benefit numerous children’s charities including St. Gabriel’s.  Kevin asked the HTM to assist in selling tickets for the event.  The event will be held October 8th from Noon until 4:30 pm and tickets are $35 for all you can eat barbecue, clam chowder, roast oysters, and all you can drink beer, wine, and soft drinks.  Kevin will also donate back to the HTM $50 for every 10 tickets the HTM helps to sell.

7:50 pm Next Meetings
--Wed. Oct. 12th HTM Meeting, Mass 5:30 pm, Simple Dinner 6:00 pm, Meeting 6:30 pm. Opening and Closing Soup or Salad: Dee; Bread: Neil, Prayers: Raynald
--Wed. Oct. 12th HTM Meeting, Mass 5:30 pm, Simple Dinner 6:00 pm, Meeting 6:30 pm
October 15th Parish Haiti Cultural Dinner  


7:55 pm Closing Prayer— Nicolas from God is no Stranger. 
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