Fr Bernard Asks for Furniture to Outfit Saint Gabriel Middle School Classrooms 
November 24, 2011
Ground breaking at St. Gabriel Middle School started March 1st, 2010 seven weeks after the earthquake in Port-au-Prince and the suburbs, when pilgrims from Sacred Heart visited their twin parish. 

Foundation was laid, the concrete floor hand poured over a thick grid of rebar. Progressively the classroom walls went up. In addition to a few paid professional workers, many parishioners and students regularly gave a hand to this labor intensive community project. Several parish ladies provided onsite sweet coffee, and lunches of rice and beans to the local workers. Dedicated students broke rocks into small stones and bend rebar to the proper shape and dimension to use in the school construction. The middle school has two floors. It consists of thirteen classrooms, 7th-12th grade, and two administrative offices (including an infirmary.)  In a later stage a library and a cafeteria will be added. Fr. Bernard opened the school in October 2011. 

Last summer the pilgrims visiting St. Gabriel asked Fr. Bernard what he would like the Advent Giving Tree Program at Sacred Heart to offer him for Christmas for the children. He answered that he would like to furnish a second classroom. Last year the Advent Giving Tree provided funds to outfit the larger part of one classroom that he named “the Sacred Heart Classroom” in honor of our four year twinning relationship. There are fifty students per classroom. 

What can we do? Fr. Bernard’s goal is to furnish the second classroom at the new Middle School.  100% of your donation goes directly to the program since this ministry is blessed with generous volunteers and sponsors. Also donations are entirely tax deductible.  If you feel a Call to Service and wish to donate some funds, please write your check to Sacred Heart Church and add Furniture for St. Gabriel on the memo line. Together we continue praying for our Family in Haiti. 
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Fr. Bernard stands on the donated land  
                       
                            Updated picture of the school

Each classroom need: one teacher’s desk and a chair, one closet, seventeen benches, (three students at each bench), seventeen long desks attached to benches, and one blackboard. Craftsmen in Lascahobas, Haiti will make the furniture in order to support the local economy.     
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One Teacher Desk $225



     One Blackboard $60


One Teacher Chair $30



     17 Benches/Top $165 
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Closet $280

Teacher desk 

$225

Teacher chair 

$30

Blackboard

$60
Benches/tops X 17
$2,805

Closet


$280

Total


$3,400
 
Patricia Britz Chair of the Haiti Twinning Ministry

Sacred Heart Church

520 Graydon Avenue

Norfolk, VA 23507

patprovence1@hotmail.com
http://sacredheartnorfolk.org/Haiti.html

http://www.fonkoze.org/aboutfonkoze/whoweare.html
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