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I am sure that you are aware that our parish has embarked upon an Increased Offertory 
Program to increase our weekly offertory.  In the short time since this program was announced, I 
have been encouraged by the enthusiastic response made by our parishioners. 
 

The success of this program relies on the willingness of parishioners to re-examine their 
current level of giving and then make a commitment to a new level of weekly parish support.  Giving 
to the parish is an offering of faith through the spirit of sacrifice.  But giving is also a practical 
matter; it is the only way our parish can maintain our current level of service to the community as 
well as prepare for our future needs. We have chosen to conduct this program with one thought in 
mind:  that, above all, our parish exists to serve God and provide for the spiritual welfare of all our 
parishioners.  I urgently ask for your help in this effort. 
 

We are hoping and praying that all will increase their weekly giving by 20%. While this 
may seem like a big increase, it is very doable!  If you normally give $20 per week, then please 
consider giving $24 per week.  If you normally give $50 per week, then please consider giving 
$60 per week.  If you normally give $5 per week, then please consider giving $6 per week.  If 
everyone does this, we expect to cover our operating deficit by the end of the year.  But for it 
to work, everyone must make the additional sacrifice.  
 

We also recognize that for some, giving to the parish might be an entirely new endeavor.  
Currently, we have no record of giving for 222 of the 606 registered families in the parish (37%).  
If you have never committed to a weekly giving amount, please consider making the commitment.  
The spiritual benefits of sacrificing our wealth as an offering to God are continually attested to in 
sacred scripture.  When we give in support of God’s work, we interiorly create a disposition in 
ourselves that prioritizes the spiritual over the material, and this is the disposition of saints.  The 
commitment to give also provides us with more interior freedom, and thus more joy.  And that is 
what we all ultimately want.   
 

While I am not aware of your current financial situation, I ask that you consider making a 
commitment to increase your weekly offering to our parish.  On the enclosed Commi tment  
Card , you will find a gift plan with suggested increases to your regular giving for your review.  
After you have had the time to prayerfully consider this important request, I ask that you indicate 
your gift increase by completing the Commitment Card.  Please bring your Commitment Card  
to the parish during any one of the Masses on Commitment Weekend, January 28th/29th.  
 

Sacred Heart Parishioner 
509 Westover Ave.  
Norfolk, VA  23507 
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Our parish has an electronic giving system as a vehicle to receive your offertory commitment 
(“E-Giving”).  We encourage you to use E-Giving as your form of payment.  Currently, only 92 
families provide their offertory via E-Giving.  E-Giving provides the parish with a more consistent 
and reliable offertory income and saves the cost associated with the printing and mailing offertory 
envelopes.  You have complete control over your electronic offertory designation and can change it 
or cancel it at any time.  We strongly encourage our parishioners to sign up; E-Giving is a crucial 
component of financial support for our church.  To have your parish support automatically deducted 
from a bank account or credit card, please visit the parish website at www.sacredheartnorfolk.org 
and click the button at the top right of your screen that says “Giving”.  It is simple, easy and 
automatic.  You may also indicate your interest on your Commitment Card and we will contact you 
to assist you.  We will also have paper forms in the Commons that you may use.  Contact Kevin 
Kearney at kevin@sacredheartnorfolk.org or (757) 625-6763 with any E-Giving questions.   

 

 
 

 
It is my hope that this program will strengthen our parish and deepen the pride you have for 

our parish.  I pray that you will be challenged by this request and respond with a generous increase 
in your regular contribution, and I pray that you will see your contribution as a matter of faith – a 
way to return something to the Lord in gratitude for His goodness.  I am grateful for all that you do 
to make the parish a vibrant Catholic community. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  
 

 
 
 


