
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Haiti Twinning Ministry Minutes 

“Souple join us as we continue our Spiritual Journey and share the good news.” 
2016-2017 School Lunch Program 

JOINT VISION 
God has called both Sacred Heart and Saint Gabriel parishes to a unique relationship based on spirituality, solidarity, and equal and mutual 
partnership.  We accompany one another with respect, and deep listening, towards a fuller love, compassion, and healing.  By getting to know one 
another, we become one in Jesus Christ. 

 

 
Wednesday, May 10th, 2017 
 

Members Present:  Patricia, Neil, Laura, Silver, Mike, Brendan, Rebecca, Josefa, Tim and Susie, Susan V., and Francesca 
 
Blessing & Simple Dinner:  Allan and Patricia—soup, Silver—bread, Josefa—cheese 
 
Welcome, Thank You, and Goals:  Patricia   Opening Prayer: Josefa  Prayer Intentions from SH Bulletin Parish Service 
Members/Pastoral Care and Personal:  All 
 

Poverty Incorporated (Documentary—90 Minutes):  Brendan showed the second 30 minutes of “Poverty Incorporated” 
which is a documentary that illustrates that charitable giving and donating has had the opposite effect on the economy, health, 
and individual work ethic/pride in his/her work. Different countries around the world are illustrated.  In June the final 30 
minutes will be shown. Brendan asked 2 questions to keep in mind during the second section of the documentary:  1. Based 
on the situation in Africa, what is the appropriate use of foreign aid on that continent in the future? 2. In your 
opinion, is the Toms Shoe business model beneficial or harmful to developing nations? Patricia added that Dr. 
Lupton, author of Toxic Charity, spoke about this documentary during his presentation at the 2016 Go Beyond Conference 
held on June 4, 2016 in Richmond. 

 
Good News:  Laura shared the good news from both parishes. 

• There were several birthdays in May at SHP and SGP, anniversary of memberships, Father Klem’s Ordination Anniversary, and 
AnneMarie Gumatato’s membership to the Scholarship Subcommittee. 

• 5/7/2017—SHP and SGP Haiti Twinning 10th Anniversary. 
• 5/25/2017—Ascension of Our Lord. 
• 5/14 & 5/28/2017—Mother’s Day in USA and Haiti respectively. 

  
Bread for the World: World Offering of Letters Campaign entitled “Doing Our Part to End Hunger”:  Mike updated the 
attendees about Bread for the World which was held at SH on 4/22 and 4/23 and 4/29 and 4/30.  The goal is to end hunger by 2030. 
84 letters (66 hand written letters and 18 emails) were mailed to our Virginia Federal Senators and Representatives in the House of 
Representatives.  Letters can still be sent.  Sample letters are provided and are available online.  Mike thanked everyone who help 
him. Please contact Mike Stark for more information. 
 
10th Parish HTM Twinning Anniversary on Sun., May 7th, 2017 from 6 to 8 PM:  Laura reported on the 10th Anniversary of 
Twinning dedicated in memory of Bishop Sullivan who started the Haiti Ministry Program in our Diocese. The speakers were Kathleen 
Kenney (Bishop Sullivan--history), Kathy Dowdy (Haiti Education Support Team (HEST), and Neil (Sacred Heart and St. Gabriel 
Partnership with projects).  Laura thanked the Planning Committee for making it a success: Laura, Neil, Silver, Patricia, Brendan, and 
Susan V.  Francesca thanked the Hospitality Committee for their assistance with the setup, food and wine, and clean up:  Neil and Pat, 
Laura, Susie and Tim, and Josefa and she also thanked Susan V, Frank and Susan, Connie, Rebecca, Ed, and Calvin.  Patricia added a 
thank you to Brendan who created a SH and SG Twinning 10 Year Timeline for the program pamphlet created by Laura.   
 

8th Sacred Heart Parish Annual Golf Tournament (Fri., Aug. 11, 2017)/Play Fore The Parishes:  Neil updated the members on the 
upcoming Sacred Heart Golf Tournament which is used to raise money for St. Gabriel Cafeteria Fund and about 15 local charities in our 
area including Ghent Area Ministry, NEST, Soup Kitchen, Catholic Workers, SH Youth Group, etc. Planning is going well.  

• Neil reviewed the various ways HTM members and supporters can help with inviting golfers, and looking for sponsors at the 
different levels. He noted that he sent 75 letters to previous donors and others asking for sponsorship.  He received 5 replies so 
far and may request HTM members to follow up with phone calls to the others.  

• Patricia is the coordinator for In Memory Of/In Honor Of Sponsorship Level. She has received 6 responses and requests the 
members and/or their families/friends to think about donating. See flyers distributed here attached.. 

• Patricia is also in charge of the Goodie Bags for golfers  She needs: single serving size bags of peanuts, single snack crackers 
(e.g., Lance), small bags of crackers (e.g., Gold Fish and Cheezit Crackers), pens, hard individually wrapped candy, any item 
golfers love (nonfood), etc. Please contact her for more details. 

• Frank is the raffle coordinator and needs members and other donors to donate a gift cards to local cafés/restaurants (Starbucks, 
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Panera, etc.), services (e.g., beauty salons, hotel rooms, etc.), golf items as a raffle prize.  He also wants to have two gift baskets 
(wine (2 red, 2 white, marinated mushrooms, marinated artichokes, crackers, almonds, mixed, nuts)  and coffee (2 bags of 
Haitian Fair Trade coffee, gift card to Starbucks, gift card to Fair Grounds, biscotti) and asked the members to consider donating 
an item to one of the baskets.  A signup sheet was passed out and several members volunteered to donate one or more items 
and/or money. Sign up list to be emailed to Frank and members who volunteered to donate. Contact Frank to coordinate donation 
to baskets or donating other items. 

• Pat Walsh, volunteer coordinator will contact volunteers as needed. 
• Contact Neil if you wish to have a letter sent to a possible sponsor or donor. You can also contact him for more information—

also check the SH Bulletins and SH web site.  
 
Administration:  
HTM 10 Goals FY 16-17,  Goals FY 17-18 and Annual Calendar:  Patricia noted that she and Laura evaluated the goals and created 
the Annual HTM calendar for the staff ‘s meeting at SH in May for their review and to include in the church calendar.  All of the goals 
were met and showed success and growing as they are relationship and faith based.  They also will write the goals for FY 17-18 which 
will be shared at either the June or July meeting.  Patricia asked the members to submit any ideas they may have and wish to work on 
for concideration for the list of goals. 
 
Pilgrimage to St. Gabriel (June 9-19, 2017):  Patricia announced the dates of the next pilgrimage to St. Gabriel. Fr. Ady and Fr. 
Facius (assistant) are ready to welcome the pilgrims. The SH and SG parishioners have been informed through the bulletins, web site, 
pen pal letters, birthday cards, and other emails between SHP and SGP leadership.  If you are interested in going, please contact 
Patricia.  Also, Fr. Ady has asked for more lap top computers (St. Patrick,  TWS and community) and thumb drives (for his teachers). 
Patricia noted that part of her prepartation for the pilgrimage is to slow down in her daily activities and go to a quiet place to pray. To 
reflect on where she sees Jesus in our neighors here and there. Josefa also asked the members for rosaries ( second hand OK if in good 
condition) and holy cards.  The rosaries and holy cards will be given to Fr. Ady to help him with evangelization.  Currently, their 
diocese does not have funds to purchase these holy items.  Please place the donated rosaries and holy cards in the HTM mailbox by the 
Blow Street door or give them to Josefa. 
 
Actions: 
 

8th Annual Play Fore the Parishes:  A Swing and a Prayer Charity Golf Tournament on Fri., Aug. 11, 2017, Sewells 
Point Golf Course:  Registration/Lunch at Noon, Shotgun Start at 1:00 P.M.  Please consider donating In Memory of/Honor 
of and items for the Goodie Bags (contact Patricia), or finding sponsors for that or to be a Hole or Tournament or Beverage 
Cart or Lunch Sponsor (contact Neil).  Also, gift cards from restaurants, services, and golf items (books, balls, etc.) are 
needed, (contact Frank). Please contact Neil for more details. Pat Walsh is the volunteer coordinator. She will contact 
volunteers as needed.   

 
Closing Prayers from God is No Stranger:  Rebecca in English and Neil in Creole. 

 

 

Next Meetings 

Wed. June 7: Soup-Laura, Bread-Silver, Prayers-Tim and Susie, Wed. July 19, Wed. Aug 9 

Mass 5:30 pm (check bulletin), Simple Dinner 6:00 pm, Meeting 6:30 pm-8:00 pm—Guests are welcome! 
 


