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SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH—HAITI TWINNING MINISTRY
Meeting Minutes
2017-2018 Education                                   

JOINT VISION
 God has called both Sacred Heart and St. Gabriel parishes to a unique relationship based on spirituality, solidarity, and equal and mutual partnership.  We accompany one another with respect, and deep listening, towards a fuller love, compassion, and healing. By getting to know one another, we become one in Jesus Christ.

Wednesday, November 15, 2017
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Special thanks to Mike for a delicious soup & to Silver for the fresh bread. Patricia welcomed attendees & introduced the goals of the meeting: to break bread, pray, reflect, get information from both parishes, as a faith-in-action family.
Attendees: Neil and Pat Walsh, Silver Ibenye, Mike Stark, Brendan Pigott, Susie Clapham, Josefa  Rojo Hassett, William Wallace, Raynald David, and Patricia Britz

Brendan offered the opening prayer: a Prayer of Thanksgiving, followed by the reading of the names of the 20 students who benefit from a scholarship this school year provided by Sacred Heart & the larger community. A student’ scholarship is $275 annually. We prayed for Fr. Paul & Fr. Ady & all members. Members also had special intentions for their family members & friends. Brendan announced that he is engaged to be married to Emily Biskup. We presented our Congratulations!
Silver read the Happy News for this month: All Saints’ Day, All Souls’ Day, Thanksgiving Celebration, The Presentation of the Virgin Mary to the Temple, Raynald’s & Silver’s birthdays, Laura’s 5th year as an HTM member & now a member at large.    
REFLECTION

Attendees shared what they were thankful for this Thanksgiving Season: Church/Faith, Family & Ministry Family/ Love, Jobs, Inclusion, Home, Health, Hope, & Nature.
FORMATION 

Pat introduced the 4 week Advent Giving Tree Program, Nov. 25th-Dec. 17th.  The gifts this year will go to two outreach ministries, the migrant workers’ children on the Eastern Shore, and the students at St. Gabriel Parish, our twin parish in Haiti.  For the Eastern Shore children, we ask for gifts of toys or clothing.  For the children at St. Gabriel (in Haiti), we ask for monetary gifts which will be used to help furnish one of the three new classrooms on top of the cafeteria.

Silver lead the 2-Minute Haitian Creole Lesson. We continue learning the culture & language of our family in Haiti in order to better communicate and show respect.   
Neil gave an intro. on the work of Fonkoze. Fonkoze is Haiti's largest microfinance institution serving poor and ultra-poor women in rural Haiti, with over 40 branches located throughout the country. The name Fonkoze is an acronym for the Haitian Creole phrase “Fondasyon Kole Zepòl” meaning “Shoulder-to-Shoulder Foundation.” Its mission is to build the economic foundations for democracy in Haiti by providing the rural poor with the tools they need to lift themselves out of poverty. It helps people help themselves through education and jobs. 
Members had a discussion on the time of the HTM meetings and agreed on the following: Wed. Mass 5:30 pm, Adoration 6:00 pm, Simple Dinner 6:30 pm, Meeting 7:00 pm-8:30 pm. 
UPDATE

Silver reported that the Planning Committee for the Parish Haiti Cultural Dinner in Support of Teachers, Sat. Jan. 27th is making good progress. Fr. Paul and Fr. George have been invited. Nicolas V. is the Chair, the Chef will be Dana, the MC Paul S., Fr. Ady Mytial will be the guest of honor, Silver, Frances and their team will set the tables and take care of the decoration on both Fri. afternoon, and Sat. prior to the dinner. Amy, Patricia and Francesca will train the students who will serve the dinner. Laura will take care of the bakers and the dinner tickets. Also Patricia will take care of the dinner sponsors. The Silent Auction will include 12 quality gifts, mostly gift baskets. Please contact her if you wish to give a gift basket or items to place in a basket. Gift certificates are welcome. RSVP to the dinner and any questions go to Neil W. He will also take care of the dancers. Members are welcome to help in the same way they did in past years. More details to come…         
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Annual Justice and Peace Advent Dinner Party will be held in the Church Commons, Mon. Dec. 4. Please bring a side dish to share. Set up will start at 5:00 pm, and dinner 6:00 pm-7:30 pm. If you wish to set up and/or clean up please contact Neil.       

Closing Prayer from God is no Stranger—All

Next meetings


Wed. Dec. 13, Wed. Jan. 17, Wed. Feb. 7


Mass 5:30 pm (check bulletin), Adoration 6:00 pm, Simple Dinner 6:30 pm, Meeting 7:00 pm-8:30 pm








Simple Dinner 6:00 pm, Meeting 6:30-8:00 pm




















