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General Information for the remainder of Lent, the Easter Triduum, and the Easter Season 
 

Holy Water and Baptismal Fonts. 
Effective March 11, 2020, holy water from the baptismal and holy water fonts is to be removed until further notice. 
 

Celebration of the Sacraments and Various Rites 
 

The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.  
As stated in the Emergency Preparedness Response Manual (EPRM), “Individual reception of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available (taking into account appropriate social distancing, including where the priest and 
penitent can remain at least 6 feet apart). It is recommended to use a room near the Church that is large enough to 
provide the appropriate social distancing and privacy while in compliance with diocesan Safe Environment 
regulations. A screen may be used between the priest and penitent for further safety and anonymity. It is 
recommended that Pastors consider extending announced Confession times so that the faithful can observe social 
distancing.” Communal celebrations are suspended until further notice. Finally, concerning General Absolution, 
please see the final section of this document under the heading “The Care of Souls and the Forgiveness of Sins 
During this Pandemic.” 
 

Funerals.  
As stated in the EPRM, funerals should continue if it is absolutely necessary with the attendance limited to 
immediate family members. The numbers should not exceed 10 people as recommended by the President on March 
16, 2020. Pastors may consider performing graveside services only with a memorial Mass at a later date to limit 
gatherings in a common space. On Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, a Funeral Mass may not be 
celebrated. On these days, the body of the deceased may be brought into the church for the Funeral Liturgy outside 
Mass using the Order of Christian Funerals, Part I Chapter 4. A Mass for the deceased should be offered as soon as is 
convenient after Easter Sunday (Order of Christian Funerals, §107-203).  
 

Marriages. 
As stated in the EPRM, marriages should continue if it is absolutely necessary with the attendance limited to 
immediate family members. The numbers should not exceed 10 people as recommended by the President on March 
16, 2020. The celebration of marriage (and the convalidation of marriage) is to be avoided altogether during the 
Sacred Paschal Triduum (The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, §32).  
 

Communion for the Sick and Viaticum. 
As stated in the EPRM, while public Masses are suspended and out of an abundance of caution, Holy Communion 
may not be distributed to the faithful except when in the context of 1) administering the Anointing of the Sick; 2) 
Viaticum accompanying the Last Rites; or 3) immediate family members attending a wedding or funeral Mass. 
 

Anointing of the Sick.  
The sick may be anointed on any day of Lent and throughout the Sacred Paschal Triduum. Please refer to the EPRM, 
specifically section IX. Pastoral Care to the Sick. 
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Holy Week Liturgies 
 
 

Due to the solemnity of Holy Week, if able to maintain appropriate social distancing, a parish may incorporate music 
into the Holy Week celebrations and a few members of the faithful (staff or parish/finance council members). 
However, the total number of people present for the liturgy (including the musician, cantor, lector, altar server, 
and/or any individual(s) operating the camera) may not exceed the 10-person limit. 
 
 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, April 5, 2020. 
The Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord liturgy may begin with the blessing of palm branches. During this time, 
parishes may use either of the three forms provided in The Roman Missal, depending on the celebration of Mass, i.e., 
without the people present (consider Third Form in this instance) or a few individuals, but not to exceed 10 people, 
gathered for the Mass (consider either First Form or Second Form in this instance). 
 

The Palm Sunday liturgy is to be celebrated using the guidelines outlined in the EPRM. 
 

For scheduling purposes, the Bishop plans to celebrate and livestream  
the Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord Mass at 10:00 am on Sunday, April 5, 2020. 

 

With regard to palms, if a parish chooses to make them available to the community, care must be given for 
distribution to parishioners during this time of the COVID-19 pandemic. Some options may include: 

• Placing cut palms into individual envelopes for distribution. Volunteers could assist with this option prior to the distribution. 
In addition, the envelopes may include a note from the pastor and/or a suggestion for an Easter contribution. The number of 
volunteers present at any given time should not exceed the 10-person limit. 

• Placing palms on a table outside of the church so that as people visit for personal, private prayer, palms are available for pick-
up. However, sanitizing wipes must be made available for people to use to sanitize their palm. 

• Developing a “drive-through” pick-up process during set hours. An individual(s)—wearing gloves and a mask—distribute 
the palms to those driving through the parish parking lot. A parish needs to consider, though, the logistics of this option 
depending on the parking lot configuration and size; this option may not be feasible for all parish communities. Further, the 
total number of people assisting with this option cannot exceed the 10-person limit. 

 

If a parish chooses to distribute palms, this distribution opportunity could also be one to provide resources for the 
celebration of the Paschal Triduum and Easter Sunday. Resources could include a worship aid for the faithful to 
follow along with the livestreamed Paschal Triduum; a copy of Evening Prayer for each evening of the Triduum; or 
other resources the parish may feel appropriate and helpful for their communities during Holy Week. Rather than 
distributing these items in print format, they could also be made available online via the parish’s website. 
 

Chrism Mass 
 

On March 19, 2020, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments (CDWDS) granted 
Bishops the faculty to postpone the Chrism Mass to a later date. 
 

Bishop Knestout is postponing the Chrism Mass to July 11, 2020. 
 

Priests should continue to use their current oil stocks until new oils have been blessed and consecrated. Pastoral 
Care of the Sick contains provisions for the ad hoc blessing of the Oil of the Sick if necessary. In addition,  
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults provides the same provisions for the blessing of the Oil of Catechumens. 
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Holy Thursday, April 9, 2020. 
Per Decree from the CDWDS, the priest(s) of the parish can celebrate the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper with 
the following adaptations: 

- The washing of the feet is omitted 
- The procession with the Blessed Sacrament to the place of repose is omitted 
- The Blessed Sacrament is to be kept in the tabernacle. However, following Mass, the visitation of the  

               Blessed Sacrament may be livestreamed. 
 

The Mass of the Lord’s Supper may be livestreamed, but not pre-recorded. If the parish chooses to record the 
livestreamed Mass, the parish may make available the recording after the livestreamed Mass. As aforementioned, if 
able to maintain appropriate social distancing, a parish may incorporate music into the Holy Thursday celebration 
and a few members of the faithful (staff or parish/finance council members). However, the total number of people 
present for the liturgy (including the musician, cantor, lector, altar server, and/or any individual(s) operating the 
camera) may not exceed the 10-person limit. 
 

For scheduling purposes, the Bishop plans to celebrate and livestream  
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 6:00 pm. 

 

If parishes already have the practice of celebrating two Evening Masses (one in English and one in Spanish), this 
practice may be continued and both Masses may be livestreamed. 
 

All parishes who celebrate the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper may remain open (except during the celebration 
of the Mass) for the faithful to visit the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle following the Mass, always respecting 
the 10-person limit. It is recommended that volunteers or staff assist with this process. At midnight, the Blessed 
Sacrament should be removed from the church and reposed in a private chapel. However, the church may remain 
open through the Triduum for the private prayer of the faithful, always respecting the 10-person limit. 
 

If a shelter-in-place order is in effect, parishes may continue to livestream the visitation of the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle 
until midnight. 

 

Any priest who is unable to celebrate Mass should pray Evening Prayer for the day. Pastors could also encourage the 
faithful to pray Evening Prayer. Parishes may offer a livestream or recorded video of Evening Prayer for Holy 
Thursday. Preferably, this should be led by an individual who is not in attendance at the livestreamed Evening Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper. The Liturgy of the Hours for Holy Thursday is available on the Office of Worship website. 
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Good Friday, April 10, 2020. 
Per Decree from the CDWDS, the priest(s) of the parish can celebrate the Passion of the Lord. However, if a priest is 
alone and will have no assisting ministers and he cannot join a neighboring parish, The Passion of the Lord is not to 
be celebrated privately. Instead, Evening Prayer is celebrated, with consideration to also celebrate the Stations of the 
Cross. The Liturgy of the Hours for Good Friday is available on the Office of Worship website. 
 

The Passion of the Lord may be livestreamed, but not pre-recorded. If the parish chooses to record the 
livestreamed Liturgy, the parish may make available the recording after the livestreamed Liturgy. As 
aforementioned, if able to maintain appropriate social distancing, a parish may incorporate music into the Good 
Friday liturgy and a few members of the faithful (staff or parish/finance council members). However, the total 
number of people present for the liturgy (including the musician, cantor, lector, altar server, and/or any 
individual(s) operating the camera) may not exceed the 10-person limit. 
 

For scheduling purposes, the Bishop plans to celebrate and livestream  
the celebration of the Passion of the Lord at 3:00 pm. 

 

The Passion may be proclaimed or chanted using one, three, or more readers. Lay persons are allowed to do any of 
the parts. However, once again, the total number gathered may not exceed the 10-person limit. 
 

In the Universal Prayer, the following special intention for the sick, dead, and those who feel lost or dismayed should 
be added as the final prayer: 
 

XI. For an end to the pandemic 
Let us pray, dearly beloved, for a swift end 
to the coronavirus pandemic that afflicts our world, 
that our God and Father will heal the sick,  
strengthen those who care for them, 
and help us all to persevere in faith. 

 

Prayer in silence. Then the Priest says: 
 

Almighty and merciful God, 
source of all life, health and healing, 
look with compassion on our world, brought low by disease;  
protect us in the midst of the grave challenges that assail us 
and in your fatherly providence 
grant recovery to the stricken, 
strength to those who care for them, 
and success to those working to eradicate this scourge. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen. 

 

During the veneration of the cross, only one Cross should be used, as this contributes to the full symbolism of the 
Rite. If more than one person is present (but again, maintaining the 10-person limit), a genuflection or profound bow 
is appropriate to express reverence to the Cross rather than kissing or touching the Cross. 
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Good Friday, April 10, 2020. (cont.) 
The faithful are encouraged to place a cross/crucifix in an appropriate place in their home as they unite themselves in 
prayer to the celebration of the Passion of the Lord, especially when uniting in prayer fostered by livestreaming. This 
cross/crucifix may be venerated with a genuflection or profound bow, especially at the corresponding time in a 
livestreamed liturgy. Parishes should communicate this encouragement to parishioners. 
 

All parishes who celebrate the Passion of the Lord may remain open (except during the celebration of the liturgy) for 
the faithful’s Adoration of the Cross, so long as the 10-person limit within the building is preserved. At the Parish’s 
customary time, the cross should be removed from the church in preparation for the Easter Vigil. However, the 
church may remain open through the Triduum for the private prayer of the faithful, again respecting the 10-person 
limit. 

If a shelter-in-place order is in effect, parishes may continue to livestream Adoration of the Cross until the parish’s 
customary time when the Cross is removed in preparation for the Easter Vigil. 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11, 2020. 
Per Decree from the CDWDS, the priest(s) of the parish can celebrate the Easter Vigil following these adaptations: 

- The preparation and lighting of the fire is omitted 
- The Paschal Candle is lit 
- The procession is omitted 
- The Easter Proclamation (Exsultet) follows 
- The Liturgy of the Word takes place as usual 
- For the “Baptismal Liturgy,” the “Renewal of Baptismal Promises” alone is necessary 
- The Liturgy of the Eucharist follows the “Renewal of Baptismal Promises” 

 

The Easter Vigil may be livestreamed, but not pre-recorded. If the parish chooses to record the livestreamed Mass, 
the parish may make available the recording after the livestreamed Mass. As aforementioned, if able to maintain 
appropriate social distancing, a parish may incorporate music into the Easter Vigil celebration and a few members of 
the faithful (staff or parish/finance council members). However, the total number of people present for the liturgy 
(including the musician, cantor, lector, altar server, and/or any individual(s) operating the camera) may not exceed 
the 10-person limit. 
 

The Roman Missal states that the Easter Vigil is to begin “after nightfall.” Therefore, in the Diocese of Richmond, 
the Easter Vigil is not to be scheduled before 8:00 pm. 
 

For scheduling purposes, the Bishop plans to celebrate and livestream  
the Easter Vigil at 8:00 pm. 

 

As the faithful unite in prayer with the celebration of the Easter Vigil, especially through livestream, they are 
encouraged to take up a candle in their home (such as their baptismal candle or another worthy candle). They may 
light this candle at the corresponding ritual times. Parishes should communicate this encouragement to parishioners. 
 

All parishes who celebrate the Easter Vigil may remain open (except during the celebration of the Vigil Mass) for 
the private prayer of the faithful so long as the 10-person limit within the building is preserved. 
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Holy Saturday, April 11, 2020. (cont.) 
Any priest who is unable to celebrate Mass should instead unite themselves to the Paschal Vigil by praying the 
Office of Readings for Easter Sunday. In addition, pastors may encourage the faithful to unite themselves to the 
paschal vigil by praying Evening Prayer, and even, the Office of Readings for Easter Sunday. The Liturgy of the 
Hours for Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday are available on the Office of Worship website. 
 

In some parishes, there exists the custom of the Blessing of Food before or after the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday or 
on Easter morning for consumption at the first meal of Easter, when fasting is ended and the Church is filled with 
joy. If this is a custom or practice in a parish community, the Blessing of Food should occur via livestream before or 
after the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday or on Easter morning. If the decision is made for this to occur at the parish, 
the 10-person limit within the building is to be preserved. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Sacraments of Initiation. As stated in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the sacraments of initiation may be 
celebrated at a time other than the Easter Vigil or Easter Sunday (§26-30). When public Masses resume, the pastor is 
to schedule the time for the celebration that is mutually convenient. Potential options include Pentecost (consider the 
Vigil), Trinity Sunday, Feast of the Assumption, or any Sunday (after public Masses resume) with readings that 
provide a baptismal character.  
 

When the time for the sacraments of initiation is changed from the Easter Vigil or Easter Sunday, the structure of the 
entire rite remains the same (RCIA, §26). 
 

If a catechumen or candidate scheduled to enter the Church at the Easter Vigil on April 11, 2020 is or becomes ill or 
cannot participate in the sacraments of initiation scheduled at a later time, the Bishop permits the priests of the 
Diocese of Richmond to celebrate Christian Initiation of Adults in Exceptional Circumstances, as set forth in the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults (§331-369). Finally, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults provides for Christian 
Initiation of a Person in Danger of Death (§370-399). 
 

Scrutinies. Per the EPRM, RCIA scrutinies are suspended while public Masses are suspended. When public Masses 
resume, at least one scrutiny (RCIA, §20) is to be celebrated before the celebration of the sacraments of initiation. 
 

The Easter Season 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020. 
Due to the solemnity of Easter Sunday, if able to maintain appropriate social distancing, a parish may incorporate 
music into the Mass and a few members of the faithful (staff or parish/finance council members). However, the total 
number of people present for the liturgy (including the musician, cantor, lector, altar server, and/or any 
individual(s) operating the camera) may not exceed the 10-person limit. All other provisions outlined in the EPRM 
should be followed for Easter Sunday. 
 

For scheduling purposes, the Bishop plans to celebrate and livestream  
Easter Sunday Mass at 10:00 am on Sunday, April 5, 2020. 

 

Parishes with livestream or recording capabilities are encouraged to livestream or record an Easter Sunday Mass 
during the Day. For a livestream, the time should be determined by the Pastor. The details of the 
livestream/recording should be clearly communicated to all parishioners. 
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Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate (scheduled for Saturday, May 23, 2020). 
The Transitional Diaconate ordination is postponed; once public Masses resume, a future date will be announced. 
 

The Solemnity of the Ascension, Sunday, May 24, 2020. 
Please note, depending on civic restrictions, these instructions may be adapted. In the Province of Baltimore, which 
includes the Diocese of Richmond, the Ascension of the Lord is transferred to the Seventh Sunday of Easter, thus 
replacing the Seventh Sunday of Easter. The Solemnity of the Ascension has a Vigil Mass with proper orations 
assigned for use. It is appropriate to use the Vigil Mass at all Saturday evening Masses after 4:00 pm on May 23, 
2020. All Masses on Sunday, May 24, 2020 use the texts from “Mass during the Day.”  
 

The Solemnity of Pentecost, May 31, 2020. 
Please note, depending on civic restrictions, these instructions may be adapted. 

• The Solemnity of Pentecost now has a proper (extended) Vigil Mass. As many as four Old Testament 
readings (with Responsorial Psalms and proper orations) may be used before the intonation of the Gloria.  

• The sequence of Pentecost is sung or recited at all Masses, both of the vigil and the day.  
• After Pentecost, the Easter candle is returned to its place near the baptismal font. It is not extinguished after 

the Gospel of either Ascension or Pentecost. 
• The double Alleluia is added to the sung dismissal during Masses of Pentecost and its Vigil. 

 

Ordination to the Priesthood (scheduled for Saturday, June 6, 2020). 
The Priesthood ordination is postponed; once public Masses resume, a future date will be announced. 
 

The Care of Souls and the Forgiveness of Sins During this Pandemic 
 
 

If a priest deems the need for use of the third form of the Rite of Penance, often called “general absolution,” he is 
to contact his local, Episcopal Vicar prior to scheduling or planning the third form. If the Episcopal Vicar is not 
available, please contact the Vicar General. If the Vicar General is not available, please contact the local Dean. 
 
 

The necessary and prudent measures enacted by government officials to prevent and slow infection rates during this 
current pandemic come with a great many sacrifices. As in all areas of life, these measures also affect the Church in 
her mission for the care of souls. The faithful have been overwhelmingly understanding in adapting to the 
restrictions of public gatherings and the temporary cessation of public Masses by attending Eucharistic celebrations 
virtually and participating in spiritual communion. 
 

Another crucial aspect of the spiritual life is the forgiveness of sins, which is ordinarily accomplished through 
individual and integral confession to a priest followed by individual absolution. The current pandemic and the 
measures taken to combat it make this very difficult. Therefore, the following instructions have been issued by the 
Holy See (Apostolic Penitentiary): 

• Priests are asked to continue assuring that proper precautions are made in terms of appropriate distancing, 
that it occurs in a well-ventilated area, such as outside the confessional, the use of protective masks, and 
while always assuring protection of the seal of confession. Governmental guidelines limiting the number of 
people who may gather in the same public place, including a church or chapel, need to be adhered to as well. 

 



 - page 8 - 

• In the current situation, Bishop Knestout grants permission for the use of the third form of the Rite of 
Penance, often called “general absolution” in nursing homes or hospital wards “where the infected faithful 
are in danger of death.” This should only occur in situations where it is not possible to hear the confessions 
of all those present in the nursing home or hospital ward or out of care for the priest’s health. When making 
this general absolution, some explanation on the part of the priest to the penitents (such as through a public 
address system) should occur as to how the faithful can participate in the rite. It would also require that all 
prudent measures be made so that the penitents can hear the absolution (such as, again, through a public 
address system). This general absolution would extend, too, to the health care workers of the nursing home 
or hospital ward. 

Once again, if a priest deems the need for use of the third form of the Rite of Penance, often called 
“general absolution,” he is to contact his local, Episcopal Vicar prior to scheduling or planning the 
third form. If the Episcopal Vicar is not available, please contact the Vicar General. If the Vicar 
General is not available, please contact the local Dean. 

 

At this current time, given public restrictions, the celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation with either individual 
or general absolution may not be possible. This will make some of the faithful anxious, especially during this Lenten 
season of penance. 
 

To help in this, the Holy See, through the Apostolic Penitentiary, has offered two recourses for the faithful: 
a) “Where the individual faithful find themselves in the painful impossibility of receiving sacramental 

absolution, it should be remembered that perfect contrition, coming from the love of God, beloved above all 
things, expressed by a sincere request for forgiveness (that which the penitent is at present able to express) 
and accompanied by votum confessionis, that is, by the firm resolution to have recourse, as soon as possible, 
to sacramental confession, obtains forgiveness of sins, even mortal ones (cf. CCC, no. 1452).” 

 

perfect contrition requires 
• the love of God 
• the sincere desire for forgiveness 
• the ardent commitment to receive the sacrament of reconciliation when available 

 

b) “The gift of special Indulgences is granted to the faithful suffering from COVID-19 disease, commonly 
known as Coronavirus, as well as to health care workers, family members and all those who in any capacity, 
including through prayer, care for them.” 

• this is a time of suffering, especially for those who have contracted COVID-19. As such, it may be a 
time for us to “rediscover ‘the same redemptive suffering of Christ’ (Salvifici doloris, 30).” Trusting 
in Christ. 

 

• a Plenary indulgence is “granted to the faithful suffering from Coronavirus, who are subject to 
quarantine by order of the health authority in hospitals or in their own homes if, with a spirit 
detached from any sin, they unite spiritually through the media to the celebration of Holy Mass, the 
recitation of the Holy Rosary, to the pious practice of the Way of the Cross or other forms of 
devotion, or if at least they will recite the Creed, the Lord's Prayer and a pious invocation to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, offering this trial in a spirit of faith in God and charity towards their brothers 
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and sisters, with the will to fulfil the usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic 
communion and prayer according to the Holy Father's intentions), as soon as possible.” 

 

• “Health care workers, family members and all those who, following the example of the Good 
Samaritan, exposing themselves to the risk of contagion, care for the sick of Coronavirus according 
to the words of the divine Redeemer: ‘Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends’ (Jn 15: 13), will obtain the same gift of the Plenary Indulgence under the same 
conditions.” 

o An indulgence is “the expression of the Church's full confidence of being heard by the Father 
when - in view of Christ's merits and, by his gift, those of Our Lady and the saints - she asks 
him to mitigate or cancel the painful aspect of punishment by fostering its medicinal aspect 
through other channels of grace” (John Paul II, General Audience, September 29, 1999). 

o A plenary indulgence removes all the temporal punishment due to sin (CCC, 1471). 
 

Promotion and catechesis on these remedies during the absence of the sacrament of reconciliation can be a source of 
great consolation for all the faithful. A short catechesis on how the faithful can participate in both the indulgence and 
the act of perfect contrition will be coming shortly to the USCCB website usccb.org. 
 

If you should have any questions or need additional information concerning these guidelines and instructions, please 
feel free to contact the Office of Worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Sean M. Prince 
   Priest Secretary to the Bishop 
   Director, Office of Worship 
 
March 24, 2020 


